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1. Introduction 

 

Thomas KIPLING was, in the 1870s, an apparently successful photographer and hotelier in 

Barnard Castle in County Durham. Yet, with his wife and eight children, he emigrated first to 

Texas cattle country and, later, to the city of Victoria on Vancouver Island. 

 

This etude examines Thomas’s family’s double migration and the fate of their descendents 

across the Atlantic, with a view to confirming hearsay reasons for the movements. 

 

An outline descendant chart is appended to assist in placing individuals mentioned. 

 

2. Background 

 

Thomas (b 1827) was a son of William Kipling, a thatcher, from Cotherstone in Romaldkirk 

parish, then in the North Riding of Yorkshire1.  

 

The 1861 census of England and Wales reveals Thomas living in the nearby town of Barnard 

Castle, where he is trading as a “photographic artist”. An example of his work is shown below 

(left and centre)2. Thomas made professional visits to the Lake District, as the advertisement 

at right below shows. 

 

 
 

Thomas and Anne also ran a Temperance Hotel in Barnard Castle, as the photo below shows3. 

 

  
 

                                                 
1 Baptisms (PR). England. Romaldkirk, Yorks. 21 June 1827. North Yorkshire Records Office. 
2 Thomas Kipling. Photograph of High Force c1860-1880. Private collection of Mike Kipling. 
3 Photograph of Kipling’s Temperance Hotel, Barnard Castle. Private collection of Brian Kipling. 
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Thomas had married Anne HALL, the daughter of a carpet weaver from a nearby village, at 

the register Office in Barnard Castle in November 18584. They had eight children over the 

succeeding 20 years: Margaret Hannah, Mary Jane5, William, John, Thomas6, Charley, Anne 

and David7. 

 

 
Charley, John, William, David and Thomas Kipling (c 1880)8 

 

Thomas had a brother, Tobias (a tailor), who was in 1871 married (to Jane) with children 

(Margaret, William and Mary) and a step-son, Thomas9. A further daughter, Emily, was born 

in 1873-410.

                                                 
4 Marriage Index. England & Wales. RD: Teesdale 1858 4th Q. KIPLING, Thomas. Vol. 10A. Pg. 250.  
5 Census. 1861. England. Barnard Castle, Durham. KIPLING, Thomas. Class: RG 9; Piece: 3719; 

Folio: 93; Page: 17. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 April 2012. 
6 Census. 1871. England. Barnard Castle, Durham. KIPLING, Thomas. RG10; Piece: 4944; Folio: 108; 

Page: 14; Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 April 2012. 
7 Birth Index. England & Wales. RD: Teesdale 1871 4th Q. KIPLING, Anne. Vol.10A. Pg. 279.  

  Birth Index. England & Wales. RD: Teesdale 1876 4th Q. KIPLING, Charley. Vol. 10A . Pg 295 

  Birth Index. England & Wales. RD: Teesdale 1878 2nd Q. KIPLING, David. Vol.10A . Pg 292. 
8 Photograph of male children of Thomas Kipling. Private collection of Brian Kipling. 
9 Census. 1861. England. Cotherstone, Durham.  KIPLING, Tobias. RG9; Piece: 3721; Folio: 10; Page: 

16; Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 April 2012. 

Census. 1871. England. Cotherstone, Durham. KIPLING, Tobias. RG10; Piece: 4946; Folio: 20; Page: 

7 Available on-line at FinfMyPast.co.uk. Last accessed 7 April 2012 
10.Birth Index. England & Wales. RD: Teesdale 1858 4th Q. KIPLING, Emily. Vol. 10A. Pg. 321 
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3. Initial emigration 

 

In 1879, the following two advertisements appear in local newspapers11: 

 

 

 

Northern Echo - Thursday 11  

September 1879 

 

Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping  

Gazette - Saturday 24 May 1879 

 

Family history12 tells that Thomas and Anne emigrated to Sealey, Texas, as they were 

concerned about the ability of their eight children to find suitable opportunities in England. 

They may well have been attracted by the opportunities highlighted in contemporary local 

newspapers, such as those below. 

 

 

Northern Echo - Monday 02 December 1878 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N 

 

 

Northern Echo - Monday 17 March 1879 

                                                 
11 Newspaper cuttings on this page and the next are from the British Newspaper Archive. Available on-

line at http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/. Last accessed 7 April 2012. 
12 ‘Family  history’ was provided by Brian Kipling from notes,  recordings and recollections of 

conversations with various members of the family. 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/
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Indeed, might they even have been part of the group mentioned below? 

 

 
Sunderland Daily Echo and Shipping Gazette - Thursday 28 August 1879 

 

The family’s immediate fate, however, is less clear, as they have not been found in the 1880 

US census. Family history relates that Thomas and his elder sons set up as horse-breakers and 

ranchers in Sealey. The research below corroborates that they were in Sealey by 1883, when 

Mary Jane married a John McLean13. 

 

 

 

In the book Riata and Spurs by the cowboy and Pinkerton agent, Charles Siringo, there 

appears without comment the picture below14.  

 

 
 

                                                 
13 NEY, R.G. The Descendents of John Ney. http://familytreemaker.genealogy.com/users/n/e/y/Robert-

Graham-Ney/WEBSITE-0001/UHP-0483.html. Last accessed 7 April 2012 
14 Siringo, C A (1927). Riata and Spurs. New York Haughton Mifflin (reprinted 2007, Sunstone Press, 

Santa Fe, NM) 
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The date is manually corrected to 1891 in the Kipling family copy of the book and, as the 

1900 US census records John Kipling as a saloon keeper in Eagle Pass, Texas, right on the 

Mexican border, it is most likely him15.  

 

Tobias and family (excluding Ann’s son, Thomas) do appear in the 1880 US census, although 

at Towanda in Pennsylvania16. He is tailoring still. Subsequent censuses and maritime records 

hint at subsequent crossings and recrossings of the Atlantic17. The family had returned to 

Yorkshire by the time of the 1881 English census (maybe Pennsylvania did not work out)18. 

At the time of the 1891 UK census, they have with them their six-year old granddaughter 

Maud BING19, born in Austin County, Texas (the county in which Sealey sits), suggesting 

that there was some proximity between the brothers’ families for at least some of the 1880s. 

                                                 
15 Census. 1900. USA. Eagle Pass, Maverick, Texas. KIPLING, John. Roll: 1657; Page: 11A; 

Enumeration District: 54; FHL microfilm: 1241657. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 

7 Apr 2012 
16 Census. 1880. USA. Towanda, Bradford, Pennsylvania. KIPLING, Tobias. Roll: 1105; Family 

History Film: 1255105; Page: 436A; Enumeration District: 026; Image: 0008.Available on-line at 

Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012 
17 New York Passenger Lists 1820-1957. 12 Nov 1886. Liverpool – New York. Berlin. KIPLING,   

Tobias and William. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 8 Apr 2012. 

    Passenger lists leaving UK 1890-1960. Liverpool – Quebec. 12 May 1892. SS Circassian. KIPLING 

Jane, Mary and Emily. Available on-line at FindMyPast.co.uk. Last accessed 8 Apr 2012 
18 Census. 1881. England. Cotherstone, Durham.  KIPLING, Tobias. RG11; Piece: 4935; Folio: 19; 

Page: 3. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
19Census. 1891. England. Middleton, Durham.  KIPLING, Tobias. RG12; Piece: 4082; Folio: 60; Page: 

5. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
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4. Onwards to Canada 

The 1891 Canadian census finds Thomas, still a photographer, and Anne living in Victoria, 

BC, along with William, Thomas jun., Charley, David and Annie20. Later censuses note 

family members’ arrival in Canada as being 1891, so most likely they had only just arrived. 

Family history tells that the climate there was considered more beneficial than the dust of 

Texas. The census shows William was working as a butcher and Thomas jun. as a boiler-

maker.  

 

Victoria, BC. Early part of 20th century21 

There was certainly still a desire for emigrants to come to Canada at that time.  

 

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 01 February 189022 

Also living with them was daughter Margaret (now Kelly) and granddaughters Mary (5) and 

Isabella (2), both born in the USA.  

                                                 
20 Census. Canada. 1890. James Bay Ward, Victoria, British Columbia; KIPLING, Thomas. Roll: T-

6292; Family No: 194. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
21 Postcard of Victoria, BC. Not postally used.  Private collection of Mike Kipling. 
22 British Newspaper Archive. Available on-line at http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/. Last 

accessed 7 April 2012 

http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/


KIPLING.Mike   M3-D6A                             8                                                        02/11/2017 

Family history tells that Tobias was the first to come to Victoria and recommend it to 

Thomas. However, there is no clear evidence to support this. He is first appears in the 1901 

census (twice, once as a fruit grower and once as a tailor)23 and gives conflicting arrival dates 

(1890 and 1892). He died in Victoria in 191624.  

Thomas sen. died in 189225. Perhaps it was too late for the purer air to have an effect! 

 

It would appear that Thomas and Anne had become Spiritualists, a religion she also claims in 

the 1901 census. This accords with family history, which relates that greater freedom to adopt 

an evangelical Christian outlook was another motivator of the original migration. 

A month after Thomas’ death, Annie married Thomas SPARKS. 26 

Thomas married Emily Jane TYACK in December 1895 and, as the cutting below says, set 

off immediately to make home in Texas27. 

 

 
 

                                                 
23 Census. Canada. 1901. Victoria, British Columbia; KIPLING, Thomas. Page: 11; Family No: 104 

and Page: 5; Family No: 47. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
24 Death index. British Columbia. Victoria.19 Aug 1916.  Reg No. 1916-09-033457. KIPLING, Tobias. 

Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012 
25 Victoria Daily Colonist, 1 Nov 1892, Pg 6. Available on-line at www.britishcolonist.ca. Last 

accessed 1 Apr 2012. 
26 Marriage Index. British Columbia. Victoria. 7 Dec 1892. Reg No. 1892-09-005097. KIPLING, 

Annie. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012 
27 Victoria Daily Colonist, 18 Dec 1895, Pg 5. Available on-line at www.britishcolonist.ca. Last 

accessed 1 Apr 2012. 

http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
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On 26 May 1896, the Point Ellice Bridge in Victoria collapsed under the weight of an 

overcrowded tramcar. One of those killed was James Henry Tyack, the brother of Emily 

Kipling28.  

 
 

 

 
 
                                  Aftermath of the Point Ellice bridge disaster29 
 
Family history tells that Thomas and Emily returned to Victoria as a result. 

                                                 
28 Victoria Daily Colonist, 27 May 1896,  Pg 1. Available on-line at www.britishcolonist.ca. Last 

accessed 1 Apr 2012. 
29 Photograph from KnowBC.com. Last accessed 1 Apr 2012 

http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
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In 1897, Thomas was involved an accident in Victoria, again associated with a bridge, for 

which he received compensation,30 

 

 

 

 

Rock Bay Bridge (1895)31 

 

 

In the 1898 voters’ list for BC, the only Kiplings listed are Thomas (“Fireman”) and Charles 

(“Teamster”)32. 

 

                                                 
30 Victoria Daily Colonist, 20 Jul 1897, Pg 6 and 10 Aug 1897, Pg 6. Available on-line at 

www.britishcolonist.ca. Last accessed 1 Apr 2012. 
31 Emily Carr (1895). The Rock Bay Bridge.  

Available online at http://victoriahistory.ca/blog/2010/08/the-old-rock-bay-bridge/. Last accessed 1 Apr 

2012. 
32 1898 Voters’ list for British Columbia. Extracted from the Sessional papers of the BC Government  

by Hugh Armstrong. Available online at 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~canbc/vote1898/votek.htm. Last accessed 1 Apr 2012. 

http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
http://victoriahistory.ca/blog/2010/08/the-old-rock-bay-bridge/
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That same year, he made an interesting invention33. 

 

 
 

Perhaps the answer to the article’s question came in 1900, when Thomas and Emily had a 

son, Rudyard Thomas34. Later, they had daughters Mildred and Ruth as well35. 

 

In 1901, Margaret, Mary and Isabella are still in Victoria, the former two working as 

servants and Isabella as a nurse36. Subsequently, Margaret appears to have married a 

JOHNSON and in 1920 is living with Mary, now 

married, in Pinehurst, Washington State37. 

 

Mother Anne died in October 1905, whilst visiting 

John who had remained in the US (Roswell, NM). 

Her body was returned to Canada. The cutting38 

mentions only six children, implying two have died. 

This cannot be confirmed, as only David (see below) 

is not recorded past the date of Annee’s death. 

 

                                                 
33 Victoria Daily Colonist,  2 Mar 1904, Pg 7. Available on-line at www.britishcolonist.ca. Last 

accessed 1 Apr 2012. 
34 Birth Index. British Columbia. Victoria. 17 Sep 1900. Reg. No. 1900-09-010838. KIPLING, 

Rudyard. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 8 Apr 2012 
35 Census. Canada. 1911. Victoria (City/Cité), Victoria, British Columbia; KEPLING (sic), Thomas. 

Page: 20; Family No: 207. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
36 Census. Canada. 1901. Victoria (City/Cité), Victoria, British Columbia; KELLY, Margaret. Page: 

24; Family No: 244. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
37 Census, USA 1920. Pinehurst, Snohomish, Washington. JOHNSON, Margaret. Roll: T625_1939; 

Page: 13A; Enumeration District: 179; Image: 502. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 

7 Apr 2012 
38 Victoria Daily Colonist,  10 Oct 1905, Pg 5. Available on-line at www.britishcolonist.ca. Last 

accessed 1 Apr 2012 

http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
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In 1895, David is recorded playing lacrosse and the last reference to him is in 1902, when he 

became junior beadle of the Ancient Order of Foresters in Victoria39. The following year, he 

is not mentioned in the similar list. His death is not recorded in BC nor can he be found there 

or elsewhere subsequently. It therefore appears possible that he died between late 1902 and 

late 1905. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                                 
39 Cuttings on this page from Victoria Daily Colonist, Available on-line at www.britishcolonist.ca. Last 

accessed 1 Apr 2012 

 

http://www.britishcolonist.ca/
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5. Back in the US 

 

John, who remained in the US, married Emma, 15 years younger than himself40. He died 

between 1920 and 1930, the latter census showing Emma, now a widow, still in Roswell, 

NM41. They do not appear to have had children. John was for many years a confectionary 

merchant, although family history tells that he was also into liquor running during 

Prohibition. 

 

 
 

Photographs of John and Emma Kipling.42 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
40 Census. USA. 1910 and 1920. Roswell, Chaves, New Mexico. KIPLING, John. Page: 1A; 

Enumeration District: 0021; Image: 628; FHL microfilm: 1374926 and T625_1074; Page: 9B; 

Enumeration District: 3; Image: 696. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012 

41 Census. USA. 1930. Roswell, Chaves, New Mexico. KIPLING, Emma. Roll: 1393; Page: 19B; 

Enumeration District: 2; Image: 84.0; FHL microfilm: 2341128. 

42 Private collection of Brian Kipling 
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Charles, who was working as a ‘smelter man’ in 190143, also moved back south but in 1905 

was the unfortunate victim of a fatal accident44. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

His “Woodmen of the World’ grave is in Oak Hill Memorial Park, Escondido, CA45.  

 

 
 

His wife, Edna, had remarried by 191046. The daughter was Irene Kipling, later Irene 

KIMBLE47. 

 

                                                 
43Census. Canada.: Kooteny West, Yale & Cariboo, British Columbia; Page: 9; Family No: 117. 

KIPLING, Charles. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012 
44 Los Angeles Herald. 8/18 Nov 1905. Library of Congress. Historic American Newspapers. Available 

on line at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/. Last accessed 8 Apr 2012. 
45 Found online at 

http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM3X7E_Woodmen_of_the_World_Charles_Kipling_Escon

dido_CA. Posted by Johnny Quest. Last accessed 8 Apr 2012. 
46 Census. USA. 1910. Escondido, CA. KIPLING, Isabel T624_95; Page: 4B; Enumeration District: 

0132; Image: 659; FHL microfilm: 1374108. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 

2012 
47 Census. USA. 1930. Los Angeles, CA. KIMBLE, Irene. Roll: Roll: 159; Page: 34A; Enumeration 

District: 628; Image: 932.0; FHL microfilm: 2339894. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last 

accessed 7 Apr 2012. 

 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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By 1900, William too had returned to the US, butchering in El Paso TX, and was married to 

Flora (nee LAW) with a 1 year old daughter Berta48. In 1910, the three were in Houston49. 

Family history says he died in 1916 and, in partial support of this, the 1920 census shows 

Flora living with Berta, now married50. However, Flora is shown as divorced, not widowed. 

Further investigation is required. 

 

Sometime after 1911, Thomas and Emily also moved to the USA, where the 1920 census 

finds them and their two daughters living in Burbank, CA, Thomas being now a “stationary 

engineer” at an “ice company”51. He became a naturalised US citizen in August 1927 and his 

certificate52 tells us some useful facts, including confirming that the family first emigrated to 

the US in 1879 and that they travelled on the Tutona from Liverpool to New Orleans. I have 

been unable to identify a vessel called Tutona. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                 
48 Census. USA 1900. El paso, TX. KIPLING, William. Roll: 1631; Page: 8A; Enumeration District: 

23; FHL microfilm: 1241631. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
49Census. USA 1910. Houston, TX. KIPLING, William.  Roll: T624_1560; Page: 8A; Enumeration 

District: 0092; Image: 816; FHL microfilm: 1375573. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last 

accessed 7 Apr 2012. 
50 Census. USA 1900. Houston, TX. KIPLING, Flora. Roll: T625_1813; Page: 10B; Enumeration 

District: 44; Image: 29.  Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012 
51 Census.USA.1920. Glendale, CA. KIPLING. Thomas. Roll: T625_102; Page: 8A; Enumeration 

District: 25; Image: 922. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 7 Apr 2012 
52 National Archives and Records Administration (NARA); Washington, D.C.; Naturalization Records 

of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of California, Central Division (Los Angeles), 1887-

1940; Microfilm Serial: M1524; Microfilm Roll: 24. Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 

7 Apr 2012 
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Family records tell that Thomas died in 1928, after which Emily returned to Victoria, where 

she died in 193253. 

 

Daughter Ruth also moved back to Canada, where amongst other things she was involved in 

Canadian Girls in Training (CGIT) for many years54. She never married and died in 1998. 

 

Rudyard Thomas appears not to have moved to the US. He became a school teacher in 

Victoria55. He married Murray STEWART in 192556. They had one child, Barbara Ann 

Kipling, born 1934, who is a locally renowned artist57. 

 

 
Barbara Ann Kipling Self Portrait58 

                                                 
53 Death Index. British Columbia. 11 Apr 1932. KIPLING, Emily. Reg. No. 1932-09-474392. 

Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 8 Apr 2012 
54 Society of Camp Directors. http://www.societyofcampdirectors.com/Warner2010Chapter3.pdf. Last 

accessed 1 Apr 2012 
55 The BC Teacher. Vol XLVI No 1 Sept 1966. Available online at http://history.bctf.ca/ 
56 Marriage Index. Canada. Victoria, BC. 30 Jun 1925. KIPLING, Rudyard. Reg No 1925-09-284344. 

Available on-line at Ancestry.co.uk. Last accessed 8 Apr 2012 
57 KIPLING, Ann. (2011). The Solitude of Place. Burnaby, BC: Burnaby Art Gallery. 
58 Barbara Ann Kipling Self Portrait Etching Ed.13/20 15 x 21” 1967. provided by and reproduced 

with the kind permission of the artist. 

http://www.societyofcampdirectors.com/Warner2010Chapter3.pdf
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6. The 1944 Legal case 

 

In 1939, Emily Kipling, widow of Thomas jun, died intestate. There were problems over the 

settlement of the estate and in 1943 a number of relatives instituted an action against the 

insurers of the administrator59. They were: 

 

Person Position in Family 

Annie SPARKS nee Kipling, d of Thomas sen. 

Ruth Tyack KIPLING daughter of Thomas jun. 

Rudyard Thomas KIPLING son of Thomas jun. 

Irene Kipling KIMBLE daughter of Charles 

Mildred Emily MILLER daughter of Thomas jun. 60 

Isabel ORTWEIN (a)  

Elizabeth STEVENS daughter of Mary Jane61 

Anne HARRYMAN daughter of Mary Jane62 

Mary FUNDERBURK (b) 

William MACLEAN son of Mary Jane 

Margaret SCHUSTER daughter of Mary Jane63 

Alexander MACLEAN son of Mary Jane 

 

(a) Isabel Ortwein can be found in the 1930 US census (b 1892 Texas, father American, 

mother English)64. She is most probably Isabella Kelly. 

 

(b) No record can be found linking to FUNDERBURK (Mary McLean is, however, otherwise 

untraced) 

 

Some loose ends remain to be tied up! 
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